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UNIVERSITY BAND
Donte Robinson, Ed.D., and Christopher Hayes, M.M.  
Co-Directors of Bands

JAMES R. MARTIN II, PH.D. 
Chancellor

LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING* 
University Choir
Travis Alexander, M.M., Conductor

GINA LOFTEN ’90 
Chair, N.C. A&T Board of Trustees

W. THOMAS STANLEY, MBA ’88
Chair, N.C. A&T Advisory Council on Alumni Relations 
and Trustee

COREY SMITH II
President, N.C. A&T Student Government Association

UNIVERSITY CHOIR 

SANTANA BAKER 
President, N.C. A&T Student Athlete  
Advisory Committee

CATHERINE EDMONDS, PH.D. ’92 
Interim Provost and Executive Vice Chancellor  
for Academic Affairs

KWAME A. MOLDEN, MBA ’09

CRYSTAL W. BOYCE, M.S. ’07, ’15 
Associate Vice Chancellor for Alumni Relations 

CHANCELLOR MARTIN

ALMA MATER**
University Choir 

UNIVERSITY BAND 

* Lyrics by James Weldon Johnson and music by J. Rosamond Johnson
** Lyrics by Susan B. Dudley and music by Charles E. Stewart
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SPEAKER

KWAME A. MOLDEN

KWAME A. MOLDEN is the co-founder and president of 
Springbreak (SPGBK) Watches, a designer watch company 
that offers an impressive variety of impactful, stylish 
and affordable timepieces. SPGBK draws strength and 
inspiration from its community and culture as well as from 
the beautiful childhood experiences Molden had growing 
up in Fayetteville, North Carolina. His strong passion for 
education also informs the brand’s mission. 

Under his leadership, SPGBK has experienced remarkable 
growth and achieved major retail distribution in more 
than 350 stores, including Belk, Macy’s, Nordstrom and 
Nordstrom Rack. In 2023, the company was selected as one 
of Oprah’s Favorite Things and has also garnered significant 
media attention from outlets such as Good Morning 
America, Oprah Daily, The New York Times and AfroTech, 
among others. 

Molden is passionate about education and committed 
to building community through philanthropy. He has 
donated more than $35,000 in watches to teachers and 
staff nationwide, including the entire staff of his hometown 
high school, E.E. Smith High School, as part of SPGBK’s 
Annual School Giving program. 

In addition to launching SPGBK, Molden spent more 
than a decade as a senior process engineer for multiple 
Fortune 100 financial and retail companies in the Charlotte 
metropolitan area. He has extensive experience in 
managing and leading continuous improvement projects, 
designing core operational processes and implementing 
enterprise-wide technology solutions. 

Molden graduated from North Carolina Agricultural and 
Technical State University in 2009 with a B.S. in information 
technology and earned his MBA in marketing from the 
University of North Carolina-Charlotte in 2012. 

Scan to view additional

awardee information.



AWARD RECIPIENTS
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES
WILLIAM ALLEN HILL, DVM,  
MPH ’99
Director and Attending Veterinarian
Laboratory Animal Resources
Florida State University
(Tallahassee, Florida)

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY

TABATHA WILLIAMS ‘11
Founder and CEO,  
Hall Pass & Prompt Solutions
Certified Grant Writer
(Greensboro, North Carolina)

COLLEGE OF ARTS, HUMANITIES 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
ROBERT T. PARKER, MA ’99
Director of Interpretation, Collection, 
and Education 
Reginald F. Lewis Museum of Maryland 
African American History and Culture
(Baltimore, Maryland)

HONORS COLLEGE
KWAME MOLDEN, MBA ’09
Co-founder and President,  
Springbreak Watches
(Charlotte, North Carolina)

WILLIE A. DEESE COLLEGE OF 
BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS
CHUCK BURCH, CPA/PFS, CFP® ’82
President,  
Burch Financial Group
(Dallas, Texas)

JOINT SCHOOL OF NANOSCIENCE 
AND NANOENGINEERING
MD FARUQUE HASAN, PH.D. ‘23
Process Engineer
Intel Corporation
(Beaverton, Oregon)

GRADUATE COLLEGE
PAMELA RICHARDSON WILKS,  
PH.D. ‘97, ’98
President,  
Clinton College
(Rock Hill, South Carolina)

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
SHON F. BARNES, PH.D. ’14
Chief of Police
Seattle Police Department
(Seattle, Washington)

DR. VELMA R. SPEIGHT YOUNG 
ALUMNUS/ALUMNA AWARD
REYNIAH TAYLOR MASSEY, M.H.S. ’20
Program Specialist, Pre-Professional 
Scholars Program
N.C. A&T State University
(Greensboro, North Carolina)

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
GINA LOFTEN ‘90
Chair, N.C. A&T Board of Trustees
Chief Technology Officer (retired)
Microsoft US
(Raleigh, North Carolina)

JULIA S. BROOKS  
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
NICOLE STRAYHORN PIGGOTT, 
M.S. ’97, ’00
Director of Secondary Pathways
Guilford County Schools
(Greensboro, North Carolina)

JOHN R. AND KATHY R. HAIRSTON 
COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SCIENCES
BRANDON CROOMS, PH.D. ’12
Assistant Professor of Business 
Administration in Sports Management
Trinity University
(San Antonio, Texas)

HOWARD C. BARNHILL 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
BARRY L. OBIE ’76
Lieutenant Colonel (retired),  
U.S. Air Force
Commercial Pilot (retired),  
UPS
(Gainesville, Virginia)

North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University (N.C. A&T) 
is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 
Commission on Colleges to award baccalaureate, master’s and doctoral 
degrees.  |  North Carolina A&T State University does not discriminate 
on the basis of age (40 or older), color, disability, sex, pregnancy, gender, 
gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political affiliation, 
race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, veteran status, 
National Guard or any other basis protected by law.  |  N.C. A&T is an AA/
EEO and ADA compliant institution.


